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ABSTRACT 

Contemporary literary theory continually evolves, introducing new jargon that reflects 

interdisciplinary influences and socio-political changes. This paper aims to decipher these 

emerging terms, providing clarity and context to enhance understanding and engagement. By 

examining the origins, meanings, and applications of key terms such as "distant reading," 

"text mining," "Anthropocene," "ecopoetics," and "transculturalism, and some other as 

posthumanism, affect theory, ecofeminism, spectral theory and so on. " This study seeks to 

make contemporary literary criticism more accessible to students and scholars. This 

exploration will bridge the gap between complex theoretical concepts and practical 

applications, fostering a more inclusive academic discourse. 

KEY TERMS: Distant Reading, Text Mining, Anthropocene, Ecopoetics, Transculturalism, 

Ecofeminisms 

INTRODUCTION 

The landscape of literary theory is marked by continuous evolution and expansion, driven by 

the integration of diverse disciplinary perspectives and the reflection of changing socio-

political contexts. Over recent decades, this dynamic field has seen the emergence of new 

terminologies that challenge traditional boundaries and enrich critical discourse. These 

terminologies, often perceived as complex and esoteric, can pose significant challenges to 

students and scholars who are not well-versed in the latest theoretical developments.  

Understanding and engaging with these new jargons is essential for anyone looking to 

navigate contemporary literary criticism effectively. Terms like "distant reading," "text 

mining," "Anthropocene," "ecopoetics," and "transculturalism" have become pivotal in 

discussions of literature and culture, reflecting broader shifts towards digital humanities, 

environmental consciousness, and global interconnectedness. These concepts not only 

influence the analysis of literary texts but also shape the methodologies and frameworks 

through which literature is studied. 

This paper aims to demystify these new terminologies by providing detailed explanations of 

their origins, meanings, and applications within literary studies. By unpacking the jargon of 

contemporary literary theory, we seek to make the field more accessible and inclusive, 

allowing for a broader and more nuanced understanding of literary texts. This endeavour is 

crucial for fostering an academic environment that welcomes diverse perspectives and 

encourages critical engagement with evolving theoretical paradigms. 

In doing so, this research will bridge the gap between established critical practices and 

emerging theoretical innovations, ensuring that the discourse remains relevant and 

comprehensible to both seasoned scholars and newcomers to the field. Through a systematic 

exploration of new jargon, this study will contribute to the ongoing effort to make 

contemporary literary theory a more inclusive and engaging discipline. 
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EVOLUTION OF LITERARY TERMINOLOGY 

The evolution of literary terminology reflects the broader intellectual movements and 

methodological shifts that have shaped literary theory over the past century. Early 20th-

century formalist approaches, such as Russian Formalism and New Criticism, emphasized the 

autonomous nature of the literary text, focusing on intrinsic elements like structure, form, and 

language. Terms such as "close reading" and "defamiliarization" emerged from these schools, 

prioritizing detailed textual analysis and the estrangement of everyday language to reveal 

deeper meanings. 

As the mid-20th century approached, structuralism, influenced by Saussurean linguistics, 

introduced the idea of language as a system of signs. Structuralists like Roland Barthes and 

Claude Lévi-Strauss examined how meaning is constructed within this system, leading to the 

widespread use of terms such as "signifier," "signified," and "binary opposition." This period 

marked a significant shift towards understanding texts as part of broader cultural and 

linguistic structures. 

The rise of post-structuralism in the 1960s and 1970s brought a further evolution in literary 

terminology. Thinkers like Jacques Derrida and Michel Foucault challenged the stability of 

meaning and the notion of fixed structures. Derrida's concept of "deconstruction" questioned 

the idea of inherent meaning in texts, introducing terms like "différance" and "logocentrism" 

to describe the fluid and often contradictory nature of language. Foucault's exploration of 

power and knowledge dynamics introduced key terms such as "discourse" and "episteme," 

emphasizing the role of historical and social contexts in shaping meaning. 

In recent years, literary theory has continued to evolve, incorporating insights from new 

interdisciplinary fields and reflecting global socio-political changes. The advent of digital 

humanities has introduced terms such as "distant reading," coined by Franco Moretti, which 

involves analysing large bodies of texts through computational methods, contrasting with 

traditional close reading. Similarly, "text mining" has become a key term, referring to the 

extraction of meaningful patterns from vast textual datasets using algorithmic techniques. 

Ecocriticism, a field that examines the relationship between literature and the environment, 

has brought new terms into literary discourse. The concept of the "Anthropocene," denoting 

the current geological epoch characterized by significant human impact on the Earth, has 

become central to ecocritical studies. "Ecopoetics" has emerged to describe literary works 

that engage with ecological themes and promote environmental awareness. 

The increasing globalization of literary studies has led to the adoption of terms that reflect the 

transnational and transcultural dimensions of contemporary literature. "World literature" 

refers to literary works that transcend national boundaries, while "transculturalism" describes 

the blending and exchange of cultural elements, often evident in texts that navigate multiple 

cultural contexts. By understanding the historical development and recent innovations in 

literary jargon, scholars can engage more deeply with contemporary literary theory and its 

applications. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The evolution of literary terminology reflects broader intellectual movements and 

methodological shifts that have shaped literary theory over the past century. This literature 

review examines the emergence and significance of key new terms in contemporary literary 

theory, focusing on digital humanities, ecocriticism, and global literatures. By analysing 
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seminal works and recent studies, this review provides a comprehensive overview of how 

these terms have influenced and transformed literary studies. 

Franco Moretti's concept of "distant reading" has revolutionized the way literary scholars 

approach large bodies of texts. In his seminal work, *Distant Reading* (2013), Moretti 

argues that traditional close reading limits the scope of literary analysis to a handful of texts, 

whereas distant reading employs computational methods to analyse patterns and trends across 

extensive literary corpora. This approach allows scholars to uncover broad literary 

phenomena that are not apparent through close reading alone. Moretti's work has sparked 

numerous studies that utilize text mining and other digital tools to analyse literature, 

highlighting the potential of digital humanities to transform literary scholarship. 

Text mining, a key technique in digital humanities, involves the extraction of meaningful 

patterns from large text datasets. In *How We Think: Digital Media and Contemporary 

Technogenesis* (2012), N. Katherine Hayles explores how digital tools, including text 

mining, reshape literary analysis and interpretation. Text mining allows scholars to process 

and analyze vast amounts of textual data efficiently, revealing insights into themes, genres, 

and stylistic features that would be difficult to discern manually. This technique has been 

particularly useful in identifying historical trends and linguistic shifts in literature, thereby 

enriching our understanding of literary history and evolution. 

The term "Anthropocene" has become central to ecocritical studies, denoting the current 

geological epoch characterized by significant human impact on the Earth. In *The Great 

Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable* (2016), Amitav Ghosh discusses how 

contemporary literature addresses the Anthropocene, exploring themes of environmental 

degradation and climate change. Ghosh argues that literature plays a crucial role in shaping 

ecological consciousness and raising awareness about environmental issues. The 

Anthropocene concept has prompted literary scholars to examine how human activities are 

depicted in literature and how these depictions influence readers' perceptions of the 

environment. 

Ecopoetics, a term that encompasses literary works engaging with ecological themes, is 

central to ecocritical discourse. In *Ecopoetics: The Language of Nature, the Nature of 

Language* (2012), Scott Knickerbocker examines how poets and writers use language to 

evoke ecological awareness and foster a deeper connection between readers and the natural 

world. Ecopoetics emphasizes the aesthetic and ethical dimensions of literature, advocating 

for a more environmentally conscious mode of writing. This approach has inspired a wave of 

contemporary literary works that address ecological crises and promote sustainable thinking. 

Transculturalism describes the blending and exchange of cultural elements, often evident in 

contemporary literature that navigates multiple cultural contexts. In *Transcultural Writers 

and Novels in the Age of Global Mobility* (2014), Arianna Dagnino examines how 

transculturalism shapes literary narratives, focusing on writers who engage with diverse 

cultural identities. Dagnino argues that transcultural literature reflects the complexities of 

global mobility and cultural hybridity, offering new insights into identity, belonging, and 

cultural exchange. This term has become crucial in analysing how contemporary literature 

addresses the challenges and opportunities of a globalized world. 

The literature reviewed highlights the transformative impact of new terminologies in 

contemporary literary theory. Concepts such as "distant reading," "text mining," 

"Anthropocene," "ecopoetics," and "transculturalism" have expanded the scope of literary 

studies, integrating digital tools, ecological awareness, and global perspectives. These 

developments underscore the dynamic nature of literary theory, reflecting broader intellectual 
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and cultural shifts. By understanding these new terms, scholars can engage more deeply with 

contemporary literary texts and contribute to the ongoing evolution of the field. 

METHODOLOGY 

The methodology for this research paper on deciphering the new jargon in contemporary 

literary theory involves a multi-faceted approach, combining textual analysis, literature 

review, and case study examination. This comprehensive approach ensures a thorough 

understanding of the origins, meanings, and applications of the latest terminologies in literary 

theory. 

SOME KEY NEW TERMS IN CONTEMPORARY LITERARY THEORY AND 

ANALYSIS 

Distant Reading- This term was coined by Franco Moretti in his book Distant Reading 

(2013), distant reading originated as a methodological approach within the field of digital 

humanities. Distant reading refers to the practice of analysing large volumes of texts using 

computational methods, such as text mining and data visualization, to identify patterns, 

trends, and structures across literary corpora. Unlike close reading, which focuses on 

individual texts in detail, distant reading emphasizes the study of literature at a macroscopic 

level, enabling scholars to discern broader literary phenomena. Distant reading has numerous 

applications in literary studies, including the analysis of literary trends, the exploration of 

literary history, and the identification of thematic and stylistic patterns across different genres 

and periods. It allows scholars to gain insights into literary evolution, cultural influences, and 

the reception of texts over time, thereby contributing to a deeper understanding of literary 

dynamics and the broader cultural context. 

Distant reading in literary theory holds paramount importance for its provision of a 

macroscopic perspective, facilitating the analysis of extensive textual corpora and uncovering 

broad patterns and trends that may evade traditional close reading methods. This approach 

fosters interdisciplinary collaboration and empirical analysis, integrating computational tools 

with insights from sociology, history, linguistics, and cognitive science. However, distant 

reading also presents significant challenges, including issues related to data quality and 

availability, algorithmic bias, interpretive complexity, ethical considerations, and 

epistemological challenges. Scholars must navigate these challenges with transparency, 

reflexivity, and ethical awareness to ensure the integrity and reliability of distant reading 

research while advancing digital humanities and enriching our understanding of literature in 

 the digital age. 

 2-Text Mining- The term text mining originates from the field of computational linguistics 

and information retrieval, where it is used to describe the process of extracting useful 

information and patterns from large text datasets. Text mining involves the application of 

computational techniques, such as natural language processing and machine learning, to 

analyse textual data and extract meaningful insights. It encompasses tasks such as text 

categorization, sentiment analysis, and topic modelling, allowing researchers to uncover 

hidden patterns, relationships, and trends within textual corpora. In literary studies, text 

mining has diverse applications, including the identification of thematic motifs, the analysis 

of authorial style and influence, and the exploration of literary networks and communities. It 

enables scholars to conduct large-scale analyses of literary texts, facilitating quantitative 

research methodologies and providing empirical evidence to support literary hypotheses and 

interpretations. 
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Text mining, a jargon in literary theory, stands as a pivotal tool for researchers, offering the 

capacity to extract meaningful insights from vast textual datasets. Its importance lies in its 

ability to uncover hidden patterns, thematic motifs, and linguistic trends within literary 

corpora, thereby facilitating empirical analysis and quantitative exploration of literary 

phenomena. Through text mining, scholars can identify recurring themes, analyse authorial 

styles, and trace intertextual connections across diverse literary works. However, text mining 

in literary theory also presents notable challenges, including issues related to data quality and 

availability, algorithmic bias, interpretive complexity, and ethical considerations. Navigating 

these challenges requires scholars to exercise caution, critical reflexivity, and ethical 

awareness in their application of text mining techniques, ensuring the integrity and reliability 

of their research while advancing the interdisciplinary study of literature. 

 3. Anthropocene- This word was coined by geologists Paul Crutzen and Eugene Stoermer in 

the early 2000s, the term Anthropocene refers to the current geological epoch characterized 

by significant human impact on the Earth's geology and ecosystems. In literary studies, the 

Anthropocene signifies a paradigm shift in environmental discourse, highlighting the 

profound influence of human activities, such as industrialization, urbanization, and climate 

change, on the planet's ecological systems. It foregrounds the recognition of human agency in 

shaping the Earth's environment and calls attention to the ethical, social, and cultural 

implications of anthropogenic environmental transformations. The concept of the 

Anthropocene has prompted literary scholars to explore how contemporary literature engages 

with environmental issues, ecological consciousness, and narratives of planetary stewardship. 

It invites critical reflection on the intersections between literature, culture, and the 

environment, encouraging the study of literary texts as sites of environmental critique, 

imagination, and advocacy. 

In literary theory, the jargon "Anthropocene" holds profound importance as it signifies the 

current geological epoch characterized by significant human impact on the Earth's 

ecosystems. Understanding the Anthropocene is crucial for literary scholars as it prompts 

critical examination of how contemporary literature engages with environmental issues, 

ecological consciousness, and narratives of planetary stewardship. Literary texts often serve 

as powerful vehicles for exploring the complex interrelations between humans and their 

environments, and the concept of the Anthropocene provides a framework for analysing these 

representations within a broader ecological context. However, grappling with the 

Anthropocene in literary theory also presents challenges, including the need to navigate 

complex ethical, epistemological, and interpretive questions. Scholars must address issues of 

representation, agency, and responsibility in depicting human-environment interactions, while 

also acknowledging the limitations of anthropocentric perspectives and the complexities of 

ecological systems. By engaging with the concept of the Anthropocene, literary scholars can 

contribute to interdisciplinary dialogues on environmentalism, sustainability, and the future of 

the planet, while also enriching our understanding of literature's role in shaping cultural 

attitudes and perceptions toward the natural world. 

 4. Ecopoetics- The term ecopoetics emerged in the late 20th century within the field of 

ecocriticism, which examines the relationship between literature and the environment. 

Ecopoetics encompasses literary works that engage with ecological themes, environmental 

concerns, and the human-nature relationship. It emphasizes the aesthetic, ethical, and 

imaginative dimensions of literature in addressing environmental issues, advocating for 

sustainable practices, and fostering ecological awareness. Ecopoetic texts often employ 

innovative linguistic, formal, and stylistic techniques to evoke the complexities of ecological 

experience and to promote environmental stewardship. Ecopoetics offers a framework for 
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analysing literary representations of nature, environmental crises, and human interactions 

with the natural world. It encourages interdisciplinary approaches to literature that integrate 

scientific, philosophical, and cultural perspectives on ecology and environmentalism. 

Ecopoetic readings of literary texts illuminate the ways in which literature shapes and reflects 

environmental attitudes, values, and imaginaries, contributing to broader conversations about 

sustainability and ecological justice. 

In literary theory, the jargon "ecopoetics" plays a pivotal role in highlighting the intersection 

of ecological themes with poetic expression, offering a lens through which scholars can 

explore the dynamic relationship between literature and the environment. Ecopoetics holds 

importance as it emphasizes the aesthetic, ethical, and imaginative dimensions of literature in 

addressing environmental concerns, advocating for sustainable practices, and fostering 

ecological awareness. By examining how poets and writers use language to evoke ecological 

consciousness and convey the complexities of human-nature interactions, ecopoetics enriches 

our understanding of literature's capacity to engage with pressing environmental issues. 

However, the study of ecopoetics also presents challenges, including the need to navigate 

complex ethical, epistemological, and interpretive questions. Scholars must grapple with 

issues of representation, authenticity, and cultural specificity in analyzing ecopoetic texts, 

while also considering the broader social, political, and historical contexts in which these 

texts are situated. Additionally, the interdisciplinary nature of ecopoetics requires scholars to 

draw on insights from fields such as ecology, environmental studies, and cultural theory, 

necessitating collaboration and dialogue across disciplinary boundaries. Despite these 

challenges, the study of ecopoetics offers valuable insights into the role of literature in 

shaping ecological discourse, fostering environmental consciousness, and envisioning 

sustainable futures. 

5. Transculturalism- The term transculturalism emerged in cultural studies and anthropology 

in the late 20th century, describing processes of cultural exchange, hybridization, and 

globalization.In literary studies, transculturalism denotes the blending and interaction of 

diverse cultural traditions, identities, and perspectives within literary texts. It highlights the 

fluidity, dynamism, and interconnectedness of cultures in a globalized world, challenging 

fixed notions of identity, nationality, and belonging. Transcultural literature often explores 

themes of migration, diaspora, cosmopolitanism, and intercultural dialogue, reflecting the 

complexities of contemporary global societies. Transculturalism provides a framework for 

analysing literary texts that negotiate multiple cultural contexts, languages, and histories. It 

encourages scholars to explore how literature reflects and responds to processes of 

globalization, migration, and cultural diversity. Transcultural readings of literary works 

illuminate the ways in which texts mediate cultural encounters, negotiate identity politics, and 

reimagine traditional notions of literary canons and genres, fostering intercultural 

understanding and dialogue. 

In literary theory, the term "transculturalism" holds significance as it denotes the blending 

and interaction of diverse cultural traditions within literary texts, offering a framework for 

analyzing the complexities of cultural exchange, hybridity, and globalization. 

Transculturalism is important as it highlights the fluidity and interconnectedness of cultures 

in a globalized world, challenging fixed notions of identity, nationality, and belonging. By 

examining how literature navigates multiple cultural contexts, languages, and histories, 

transculturalism enriches our understanding of the complexities of contemporary societies 

and the ways in which cultural identities are constructed and negotiated. However, the study 

of transculturalism in literary theory also presents challenges, including the need to address 

issues of representation, authenticity, and power dynamics in the portrayal of diverse cultural 
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experiences. Scholars must navigate the complexities of cultural translation, appropriation, 

and hybridity, while also considering the ethical and political implications of transcultural 

literary practices. Additionally, the interdisciplinary nature of transculturalism requires 

scholars to engage with insights from fields such as postcolonial studies, cultural 

anthropology, and globalization studies, fostering dialogue and collaboration across 

disciplinary boundaries. Despite these challenges, the study of transculturalism offers 

valuable insights into the dynamics of cultural exchange, identity formation, and literary 

production in an increasingly interconnected world 

Apart from above cited jargons, there are also some more new jargons which are used in  

contemporary literary theory. A brief description of these jargons is as under- 

6-Posthumanism- It is an interdisciplinary framework that interrogates the boundaries 

between humans, technology, and the environment, challenging anthropocentric paradigms. 

This approach scrutinizes the portrayal of non-human entities in literature, such as animals, 

machines, and ecosystems, and their agency within narratives. For example, posthumanism 

examines the depiction of cyborgs in science fiction, which blurs the distinctions between 

human and machine, thus questioning traditional notions of identity and subjectivity. 

7-Affect Theory-It emphasizes the centrality of emotions and bodily sensations in literary 

experience and interpretation. This theoretical approach explores how literature elicits 

emotional responses and the subsequent impact on readers' perceptions and understandings of 

texts. Affect theory is particularly concerned with the power of literary works to evoke 

visceral reactions, as seen in the intense feelings of fear and empathy generated by gothic 

novels. 

8-Neuro-Literary Criticism- This criticism merges neuroscience with literary analysis to 

investigate the cognitive processes involved in reading and interpretation. This field examines 

the neural mechanisms underlying narrative comprehension, empathy, and emotional 

engagement, providing a scientific perspective on the impact of literary structures on readers' 

minds. For instance, neuro-literary criticism explores how suspense in thrillers activates brain 

regions associated with anticipation and fear. 

9-Critical Animal Studies- It is an interdisciplinary area focusing on the representation and 

role of animals in literature, scrutinizing human-animal relationships and ethical 

considerations. This field analyses how literary portrayals of animals reflect societal attitudes 

and ethical dilemmas, intersecting with eco-criticism and posthumanism. An example is the 

depiction of horses in war literature, which highlights themes of exploitation and 

companionship, reflecting broader human-animal dynamics. 

10-Digital Humanities- It integrates computing with the humanities, employing digital tools 

and methods for the analysis and presentation of literary works. This field encompasses 

activities such as creating digital editions, utilizing data visualization techniques, and 

applying computational methods for literary analysis. Digital humanities projects might map 

geographical locations mentioned in a novel, revealing its spatial dimensions and contributing 

to new literary insights. 

11-Ecofeminism-It explores the intersections between the exploitation of women and the 

environment, advocating for gender and ecological justice. This branch of feminism critiques 

how patriarchal structures contribute to both gender inequality and environmental 

degradation. Ecofeminist literary analysis examines works that highlight these issues, such as 

novels depicting women leading movements to protect natural resources, thus addressing 

interconnected social and environmental concerns.+ 
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12-Narrative Medicine-It is an interdisciplinary field that leverages literary analysis to 

enhance healthcare by prioritizing patient stories and empathy. This approach incorporates 

close reading and storytelling techniques to improve communication and understanding 

between healthcare providers and patients. Narrative medicine seeks to humanize medical 

practice, exemplified by training doctors to listen to patients' narratives to enhance diagnosis 

and care. 

13-Geo-Criticism- This investigates the geographical spaces within literature and their 

influence on narrative and cultural contexts. This method examines the representation of real 

and imagined places in literary works, analysing their thematic and symbolic contributions. 

Geo-criticism might involve mapping locations mentioned in a novel, revealing the 

significance of place in literature, as seen in the urban landscapes of modernist fiction that 

reflect characters' inner turmoil. 

14-Spectral Theory- This theory addresses the presence of ghosts, hauntings, and spectrality 

in literature, often linked to unresolved historical traumas. This approach examines how 

ghostly figures and haunted spaces symbolize repressed histories and social injustices. 

Spectral theory explores the lingering effects of the past on the present, such as the ghosts in 

postcolonial novels that represent the enduring impact of colonialism. 

15-Biopolitics- This jargon analyses the governance of life, bodies, and populations in 

literature, drawing on Michel Foucault's theories. This framework investigates how power 

structures regulate and control bodies, particularly in contexts of surveillance, health, and 

identity. Biopolitical literary analysis examines the intersection of personal and political 

realms, highlighting issues of autonomy and state control, as depicted in dystopian fiction 

that explores state regulation over reproductive rights. 

These terms reflect the dynamic and evolving nature of literary theory, incorporating 

interdisciplinary approaches and contemporary concerns to deepen the understanding of 

literature and its broader cultural and historical contexts. 

CONCLUSION 

The research on deciphering new jargons in contemporary literary theory reveals a diverse 

and evolving terminological landscape characterized by concepts such as "distant reading," 

"text mining," "Anthropocene," "ecopoetics," and "transculturalism and other concepts as 

mentioned in the paper." These jargons signify methodological innovations, critical 

engagements with environmentalism, and explorations of cultural hybridity and globalization 

within literary studies. While offering opportunities for interdisciplinary collaborations and 

critical insights, these jargons also pose challenges related to data quality, algorithmic bias, 

interpretive complexity, and ethical considerations. Nonetheless, they provide a foundation 

for further research into the dynamic and multifaceted nature of contemporary literary theory, 

inviting scholars to explore new avenues of inquiry and contribute meaningfully to scholarly 

discourse on the role of literature in shaping cultural, social, and environmental dynamics. 
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